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Centre for People with Disabilities 
Housing and Facilities Committee 

13 June 2019 
     
Item 4: Housing and Development Report  
 

Items for Committee Information Only 
 

1. Supported Living Move 
i. The move of the Supported Living teams from their former ‘Magnolia’ office 

to the Main House and all the associated office moves was completed in 
April.  The response from all staff is positive, and people we support have 
adapted to the new location and the split between the two teams.  The move 
has met the objectives of providing better working space for staff, greater 

integrated of Supported Living with the wider Grange organisation and 
improved communications.   

 
2.  Magnolia Office Conversion 
i. Following the decision by the Board at its meeting on 3 April 2019 for the 

former ‘Magnolia’ office to be converted into a single flat, work began on 

Tuesday 28 May. Completion will take in the region of 12-16 weeks.  Planning 
permission for change of use is not considered necessary because of the 
former use of the building, and its existing inclusion of bathroom and kitchen 
facilities as for a domestic residence. 
 

ii. As previously reported to this Committee on 7 March 2019, the cost of the 
conversion to a self-contained flat is expected to be in the order of £70,000.  

This includes the re-siting of the fire panel and Tunstall controls currently in 
the building and costs for building control and sound tests (up to £2,000).  At 
the request of this Committee, a contingency of £5,000 was added in the 
provision made in the capital expenditure budget. 

 
3. Improvements to Car Parking – Planning Appeal 

i. Following an appeal lodged in relation to application 
APP/C3620/W/19/3219760, which was rejected by the Mole Valley Borough 
Council’s Development Management Committee last autumn, a site 
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inspection was made on 5 April 2019.  In line with considerations around 
safeguarding for people we support, the inspector was accompanied at a 
distance by the Administration Team Leader.  The inspector was mindful of 
the views of neighbours, and did not wish them to feel he was being 
influenced in any way by staff at The Grange.  
 

ii. As noted previously, there is no way to track the progress of an appeal and 
no anticipated decision date has been provided. The original three 
contractors invited to quote for the resurfacing of internal roads and car 
parking areas have refreshed their estimates in preparation for the decision. 

 
iii. It is proposed that, should the appeal be unsuccessful, The Grange reapplies 

for planning permission with the field car park removed.  This would be in 
line with advice previously received from the Planning Officer.  

 
iv. The field car park has not been opened for staff use since the winter, and a 

number of cars are parked on Rectory Lane.  This is not helpful for school 
students nor for people we support who are nervous about crossing the 

road, even when there is good visibility.  Because of the additional numbers 
of people coming to The Grange for two forthcoming special events, 
neighbours have already been advised that the top field will be used for 
both the Community Golf Day on 31 May and the Fitness Festival on 14 
June.  The Chief Executive has received written confirmation from Mole 
Valley’s Planning Officer that this is allowed under ‘Permitted Development’.  

 

v. During a site meeting with The Grange’s immediate neighbour earlier in the 
year, a small area that could potentially be used for car parking was 
identified closer to the Horticulture facilities.  With Trustees supporting the 
proposal in principle for a large-scale redevelopment of these facilities at 
their Away Day on 17 May 2019, this area – and any others – can be 
considered in developing plans for the area.  Improved parking will be 

required if new facilities, such as a bigger shop and a pottery, are included in 
the scheme. 

 
4. Potential for New Off Site Accommodation  

i. There have been a number of meetings since January 2019 with Dorking-
based Stonegate Homes to discuss three of their development sites 

where there may be potential for The Grange to take ownership of flats 
for additional off-site supported living provision.  At this stage, there is 
one front-runner proposal, which is the subject of Item 5 on this agenda. 
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5. Matters arising from Tenants’ Meetings 
 

i. The Facilities Team has been making a number of improvements in the Group 
Living buildings, responding to request from residents’ meetings to improve 
the interior décor of the lodges as well as addressing some more 
longstanding issues in individual rooms.  Trustees will have seen the results 

of this collaboration in their recent themed tour of the Group Living area.  
The contribution of the Team should be recognised in the positive comments  
 

6. New Volunteer 
i. Following an approach by someone supported by The Grange’s off-site team, 

there will be a new volunteer working in the grounds under the supervision 

of the recently-appointed gardener.  The volunteer, who has recently retired, 
may well be able to help maintain the gardens around Group Living which 
tend to be a challenge at this time of year in particular.  His first volunteering 
day will be on 4 June 2019. 
 

Items for Committee Approval 
None 

 


