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Centre for People with Disabilities 
Social Care Committee 
Thursday 16 May 2019 

     
Item 6: Skills and Activities Report  

Items for committee information 
 

i) Summer Fun 
There are currently 91 session spaces across the service over the week. This quarter 
brought three new participants, taking eight sessions a week between them.  One skills 
participant from Residential Care has withdrawn from a Grange-based session to attend 
Art Venture in Guildford.  There are 91 ‘spare’ sessions available per week at the time 
of writing.  
 
Summer Fun is one way that The Grange generates new participants for its day skills 
programme.  This year, Summer Fun spans three weeks in August.  Rather than creating 
dedicated sessions, participants will be incorporated into existing sessions, bringing in 
extra support as required. This will make best use of under-used capacity and offer the 
opportunity to integrate with older people who can share their experience of The 
Grange.  There will be a number of special sessions and days that anyone can join. 
Summer Fun is currently being marketed in the local area, on social media and via 
Surrey County Council adult social care networks.  
 

ii) Creative Arts and Textiles 
The art exhibition at Denbies’ Vineyard was a great success. The exhibition was much 
complimented, and many of the exhibits sold – including to people with no connection 
to The Grange - by the end of the preview evening. Around £3,100 was generated in 
sales.  
 
Items made by the wire sculpture group are currently on display at an exhibition by 
Surrey hosted at Birtley House in Bramley on behalf of Surrey Hills Enterprises, and 
featuring work by the Surrey Sculpture Society.  
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A further group is involved in the Disability Arts in Surrey (DAiSy) Apple project at RHS 
Wisley Gardens. Funded by Arts Council England, ‘The Apple Project’ will offer the 
opportunity to visit Wisley’s apple orchards and extensive archive, to observe how 
apple trees change over the seasons, and explore the history and mythology of the 
fruit.  It is a print and creative words project.  
Later on in the year, the Creative Arts team will be returning to The Stanley Picker 
Gallery in Kingston for another DAiSy collaboration.  DAiSy continues to provide 
challenging, innovative and stimulating opportunities for a wide range of people taking 
part in Creative Arts skills sessions. 
 
The mug team will going to purchase another mug press to speed up production time, 
leaving more time to spend on developing participant’s creative skills and confidence 
with Photoshop at the design stage. Demand for the mugs continue to grow steadily, 
with Stonegate Homes now commissioning mugs to put in welcome packs for 
homebuyers on their developments, as well as for guests at the next Stonegate 
fundraising ball. 
 

iii) Horticulture 
The Horticulture Team has spent the past couple of months preparing for spring, and 
the walled garden is already looking wonderful. During the winter, some of the team 
have been volunteering at Surrey Wildlife Trust’s Nower Wood Educational Nature 
Reserve at Headley. They have built a good link with the Trust and will be returning to 
do more volunteering in the autumn.  
 
The Horticulture team is currently developing plans for a regular full day working party 
to offer contract services at Whitely Village from September. Whiteley Village is a 
retirement community for ‘older people of limited means’ near Walton on Thames, set 
in 225 acres of Surrey woodland.   
 
Following team and departmental discussions about the proposal to redevelop the 
Horticulture facilities on site, the team is cautiously enthusiastic about the new 
possibilities and additional capacity this could bring.  The proposal is subject to further 
discussion at the tomorrow’s Trustee Away Day. 
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iv) Catering 
Catering routinely provides help and support for Grange events, including a full lunch 
for the Bridge Masterclass in January and a meal for the annual Volunteers’ Supper in 
April. They have also been well occupied making cakes for the first Safety Day which 
took place yesterday.   Trustees were able to see some of the team in action during the 
themed retail and enterprise tour on 8 March 2019.  They also seek to work closely 
with the local community, and were able to provide a pop up café in celebration of 
B@atitudes charity’s anniversary on 19 March. 
 
Friday 3 May saw the launch of the new ‘Cuppa and Cake’ café morning at The Grange 
on a Friday morning, to complement Simply Scones on a Tuesday afternoon.  The team 
is currently planning to trial evening sessions during June/July to explore demand for 
‘out of hours’ provision.  
 

v) IT 

The Grange was visited by an advisor from The Karten Network in March. This is a 

network of IT centres for disabled people, funded through the Ian Karten Charitable 
Trust, with the purpose of improving the quality of life and independence of adults.  
The Grange is eligible to apply for a further grant from the Trust now (up to £25,000), 
which can be a combination of upgrades and replacements, and new equipment which 
has a clear impact on the lives of people we support.  The draft bid will be submitted in 
early July. 
 
In response to concerns that it is difficult to The Grange’s IT tutor has also supported 
people to produce a regular Grange podcast called ‘Chatter Matters’.  Trustees will be 
able to hear more about this as part of the Big Ideas Factory highlights at the Away Day 
tomorrow. 
 

vi) Communication 
The Grange’s Communications Tutor has started running quarterly Makaton workshops 
for the people we support. The first was a great success, and the group has asked to do 
the next level up.  The regular Makaton training has been offered to family carers, 
although there has been no take-up so far. 
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vii) Collaborative working with other providers 
The Skills and Activities Manager continues to chair meetings of a group of providers in 
Surrey who are collectively calling themselves The Surrey LD Enterprise Group.  They 
hosted a first joint event at Day Space in Reigate on 28 March 2019 designed to raise 
awareness of workplace opportunities.  The day ran smoothly, with good interest from 
people we support but no engagement from local employers as had been hoped for.  
The group reflects a new era of collaboration rather than competition between 
providers, with a shared goal of empowering people we support.  
 
The Grange invited providers across Surrey to bring people to the Safety Day which 
took place yesterday, and the next jointly organised event is a Fitness Festival at The 
Grange on Wednesday 15 June in Healthy Living Week.  Contributors already confirmed 
include the therapy practice Fine Fettle in Bookham (via Chamber of Commerce links) 
and Woking Football Club.  Trustees are warmly invited to attend and/or to help on the 
day. 
 

Item for committee approval: 
 
Emerging Development Plan for Skills and Activities 
At the last meeting of this Committee on 28 February 2019, Trustees reviewed some 
early ideas about the future development of the Skills and Activities programme.  This 
formed the basis of a departmental away day on 4 April, the thinking from which is 
captured in Appendix 1 to this report.  Trustees are asked to support these early 
proposals, and to reflect this support in discussions at the Trustee Away Day tomorrow. 
 

 


