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Centre for People with Disabilities 
Housing and Facilities Committee 

Thursday 7 March 2018 
     
Item 7: Health and Safety Report, Third Quarter  
 

Items for Committee Information Only 
 

1. Fire Risk Assessments 
a. The current status of all actions from the Phoenix Fire Consultancy on-site fire 

risk assessment carried out in 2018 is shown in the updated action plan at 
Appendix 1. 

 
b. It is now proposed that The Grange commissions an external fire risk assessment 

for off-site accommodation (ie Acorns, Bardolin House, The Oaks and 38 
Andrew’s Close, Epsom) but possibly including The Shop @ Number 5 in 
Bookham. Fire risk assessment of these properties has been done in-house to 
date (using assessment documents from the internet) but it would be useful to 
have professional input to complement this. A more local consultant has been 
identified who can also offer fire marshal training for staff, and this will leave to 
an overall reduction in cost for these services.  However, Trustees should note 
that the proposed assessment may prompt actions requiring expenditure: it is 
suggested that the Housing and Facilities Committee recommends to the 
Finance Committee that provision be made in the budget for 2019/20 for such 
costs. 

 
2      Health and Safety Standards  

a)   Spot checks on health and safety and general maintenance standards in 
Supported Living have continued.  It has been noted that, in the majority of 
cases, significant improvements have been made by staff with the people they 
support. The situation in Residential Care is similar, with living environments at a 
good standard as evidenced most recently during an accommodation audit on 
26 February 2019.  Further audits are to be carried in Residential Care and 
Supported Living in March 2019. 
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b) As stated in the Health and Safety Report presented to this Committee on 12 
July 2018, it was noted that the layout of some flats in Supported Living could 
present an evacuation issue should a fire start at night. Four flats were initially 
identified in Magnolia, and the flats in the refurbished Chestnuts also needed 
some attention for similar reasons.  At the time of writing, 2 of the total 7 flats 
identified are yet to be completed.  
 

c) Health and safety / environment visits have been made to the ‘Inspirations’ shop 
in Dorking, The Shop @ Number 5 in Bookham and 38 Andrew’s Close in Epsom. 
Only minor issues were noted at these premises.  

 
3 Other Matters 

a) Fob access in place at Victoria Lodge on the front door to improve the overall 
security of the premises and deter the unwanted access by visiting tenants 
seems to have been successful.  Following consultation with the residents via 
the Surrey County Council advocacy service it was agreed that family carers 
would not be issued with key fobs, and they have accepted this decision. 

 
b) New laminated (rather than carpeted) bedroom flooring has been installed in 

one bedroom in Residential Care for the benefit of that resident’s health, 
after a series of behaviour incidents involving water. 

 
c) The annual General Risk Assessments of the Workplace and Fire Risk 

Assessments for all departments have been recently completed in house. 
 
d) Two meetings of the new Keep Safe @ The Grange team have now taken 

place, supported by staff, the Police Community Safety Officer and a Keep 
Safe Volunteer. One open discussion was also requested by the Police as part 
of the national Anti Hate Crime Week in October.  A number of volunteers 
from among the people we support on-site and off-site have put themselves 
forward for a neighbourhood watch-style group.  Bi-monthly meetings are 
programmed for the rest of 2019.  Early topics have included staying safe 
when out in the evening in winter and internet safety.  The team also did a 
site walk with the Head of Housing and Development in January to identify 
dark spots on site, in response to concerns raised at the preceding Tenants’ 
Forum. 

Items for Committee Decision 
1b: It is proposed that the Housing and Facilities Committee makes a recommendation 
to the Finance Committee to include provision for works arising from an off-site fire risk 
assessment in 2019/20.  

 

https://www.stophateuk.org/hate-crime-awareness-week/

