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Introduction 

 
The Grange is a registered charity in Rectory Lane, Bookham, which helps people 
with disabilities achieve their potential and live independent and fulfilling lives.  This is 
achieved by offering high quality housing and training and encouraging people they 
support to find paid or voluntary work. 
 
There are a number of facilities on the site in Rectory Lane to which this planning 
application relates: 3 small group homes in Residential Care for up to 17 people, a 
mix of shared and single accommodation units (flats and bedsits) for up to 43 people 
with learning disabilities in Supported Living, and a range of Skills & Activities 
departments such as Horticulture, Creative Arts & Textiles, Catering and Woodwork. 
 
Associated with the facilities on the site there are a large number of support staff in 
all of the key areas detailed above and allied to that there are a large number of 
people off site who use the facilities especially the Skills and Activity Department.  
Consequently there are a number of vehicles using the site for both staff and visitors 
which need to be accommodated. 
 
At present there are two vehicular accesses into the site, one which serves the main 
building and a separate access for use by visitors etc.  The existing access which 
serves the main house passes in front of the majority of the supported living facilities 
where there is a small area of parking, before turning in front of the main building 
where there are a limited number of drop-off spaces in front of the main entrance.  
The access drive then passes alongside some further accommodation before joining 
the single point of exit onto Rectory Lane. 
 
The visitors entrance takes vehicles up to the Horticulture and Woodwork Skills and  
Activity centres with parking alongside the access road adjacent to Rectory Lane and 
with a small number of undefined parking spaces around the Skills and Activity 
departments adjacent to the walled garden.  The access road turns parallel to 
Rectory Lane, where there are a number of staff parking spaces, before turning 
through 90° again and running in front of Rae Lodge and the Creative Arts and 
Textiles Skills and Activity department before linking up with the main house access 
drive and the single exit point onto Rectory Lane.   
 
Beyond the parking area to the side of the access road, there is an open field running 
up to the boundary with the adjoining properties in Rectory Lane.  This area is 
frequently used for additional parking to accommodate the various activities on the 
site, although this is far from ideal as the area becomes unusable during the winter 
months, additionally this area is also furthest away from the majority of facilities at the 
site except for the Horticulture and Woodworking Skills and Activities department. 
 



The Proposals 
 
The proposals seek to create areas of additional car parking within the site in a 
couple of locations in order to alleviate the need for additional parking within the open 
field area. 
 
Car Park Area 1 -  This area is located on the southeast side of the access road to 
the main building in front of Walnut Lodge and North Lodge.  The proposed parking 
bays would be screened from Rectory Lane by the existing trees at the vehicular 
entrance and would serve the nearby supported living areas.  5 No. parking spaces 
are proposed alongside the access road and these would be integrated between the 
existing trees.  The existing timber structure housing the bin store within this area 
would be relocated.  Due to the one-way nature of the access road into the main 
house, vehicles would drive into the proposed spaces and reverse back onto the 
access road before continuing past the main building and out onto the exit point onto 
Rectory Lane.  Additional planting could be incorporated around the parking spaces 
to further reduce any impact from Rectory Lane. 
 
Car Park Area 2 -  This is located close to the single exit point onto Rectory Lane in 
an area which already benefits from tree screening to both Rectory Lane and the 
open lawns in front of the main building.  It is proposed that the trees in this area be 
thinned out, retaining the existing screening to the external faces, in order to create 9 
No. parking bays.  The parking bays would have a turning area in order to enable 
vehicles to enter and leave the car park in forward gear.  The car park area will be 
accessed from the drive serving the main building but lies beyond the drop off point 
in front of the main building and is adjacent to some of the residential areas and Rae 
Lodge.  A further single lay-by parking space is proposed on the opposite side of the 
access road to the 9 No. parking spaces within an existing verge area.  The existing 
access road at this point is one-way leading to the single exit onto Rectory Lane and 
traffic speeds are minimal. 
 
Car Park Area 3 -  This is located adjacent to the existing access road running 
around the western end of Rae Lodge and to the south of Garden Cottage.  At 
present this area already provides for 10 No. parking spaces set at right angles to the 
existing access road.  In order to access and exit the existing parking spaces 
vehicles need to reverse onto the existing access road which causes disruption to 
both pedestrian and vehicular traffic. The proposals seek to extend the parking area 
to the west with the parking spaces themselves set at right angles to the access road 
in order to provide an additional 10 parking spaces (20 spaces in total).  The 
arrangement of the proposed parking spaces enables vehicles to enter and leave the 
parking area in forward gear thereby avoiding disruption to both the vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic on the existing access road.  Screening can be provided around the 
parking spaces although there are already a number of established trees close to the 
area which would be unaffected by the proposals. 
 
Car Park Area 4 -  As stated above the existing field to the south of the visitors 
access road is already utilised for additional parking during the summer months.  
However the parking in this area is undefined and subject to the vagaries of the 
weather and therefore the area can be unsightly after periods of wet weather.  The 
proposals seek to create a well-defined and self-contained area of parking at the 
western end of the area furthest away from the junction with Rectory Lane.  At 
present there is a post and rail fence along the front boundary on the southern side of 
the visitors access which is at odds with the other soft landscape boundaries to the 
rest of the site.  It is therefore proposed to create a hedge screen adjacent to Rectory 
Lane to create a consistent frontage and also to provide screening for the car park 
area from Rectory Lane itself.  The car park area would provide for 40 parking 



spaces but the permanent access into this area would require the removal of two 
existing parking spaces adjacent to the access road so therefore there would be a 
net gain of 38 spaces.  The parking would provide a 4 metre buffer to the boundary 
with Kingsway which already has high screening on the boundary.  The overall width 
of the car park area running east/west would be 15.6 metres which equates to less 
than a third of the overall depth of the field.  The surface of the car park area would 
be porous to minimise any impact whilst the remainder of the field would be grassed.  
The proposals would consolidate the parking which already exists in an adhoc basis 
to this area and would also minimise any impact on the adjoining property by 
ensuring that there is a sufficient buffer zone.  Additionally the parking would be 
screened from Rectory Lane by the new hedge along the site frontage which would 
be more in keeping with the rest of the site. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The proposals seek to provide 63 No. parking spaces integrated within the site.  Both 
areas would have minimal impact on the open ground in front of the main building 
and on the conservation area as a whole.  The additional parking would alleviate the 
pressure to use all of the open field on the south side of the visitor access drive and 
would provide parking in areas close to buildings within the site rather than being 
remote from them.  The existing well defined vehicular access through the site has 
already created a one-way system and therefore the additional parking areas 
proposed would not cause any safety issues.  
 
There is established screening around most of the proposed areas which would be 
retained and strengthened or enhanced where necessary.  The areas could be 
constructed in porous materials and/or with a no-dig method in order to ensure that 
there was no adverse impact on any of the retained trees.  The parking spaces are 
integrated into the landscape and the existing traffic system around the site. In 
breaking down the car parking areas, the hard landscaping is minimised and the 
impact reduced.                                                                              
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